Racemic and chiral lactams as potent, selective and functionally active CCR4 antagonists.
A series of racemic and chiral, nonracemic lactams that display high binding affinities, functional chemotaxis antagonism, and selectivity toward CCR4 are described. Compound 41, which provides reasonably high blood levels in mice when dosed intraperitoneally, was identified as a useful pharmacological tool to explore the role of CCR4 antagonism in animal models of allergic disease.